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Wednesday – February 25th   
   
8:30 AM  Registration, Continental Breakfast & Visit Exhibits 

 
9:00 AM Welcome to PALMS’s 36th Annual Conference: PALMS President – Ed Molesky 

 
9:15 AM Keynote- TBD 
 

  10:00 AM Sponsor update 
 
10:15 AM Break 

 
10:30 AM Jeanette Schnars, Ph.D., Regional Science Consortium, The Regional Science 

Consortium’s Pennsylvania Clean Marina and Lake Friendly Program 
 

Don Benczkowski, Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful, Litter in Waterways and Marine Debris 
Infrastructure 

   
Michelle Dunn, Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful, and Audrey Knight, Erie Co. Dept. of 
Planning and Community Development, The Ocean Conservancy International Coastal 
Cleanup throughout Pennsylvania 

    
12:00 PM  Lunch (Reception Area, Upstairs) 

 
1:15 PM      Heather Smeltz, NRCS and Tim Dugan, PA DCNR, Dam Operation, Safety, and Pecks 

Pond Rehabilitation Challenges (This session on dams will discuss dam function, 
maintenance, safety, and rehabilitation. Lessons learned from DCNR Pecks Pond and PA 
NRCS rehabilitation projects will also be presented)  

   
2:45 PM  Break  
 
3:00 PM  Ed Molesky, Aqua Link, Controlling Harmful Algal Blooms and Internal Phosphorus 

using Lake Aeration, Lanthanum Phosphorus Binders, and Bio-Augmentation Additives  
  
 Fred Lubnow, Ph.D., Princeton Hydro, A Review of the Use of Biochar for Lake and 

Watershed Management 
 
 Pat Rose, Princeton Hydro, The Evaluation of Innovative Treatment Strategies to 

Proactively and Reactively Control Near-Shore HABS  
 
4:30 PM Silent Auction Winners 
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  4:45 PM Film Showing: “Ripples of Plastic” This movie explores the unseen impacts of plastic 
pollution in the Great Lakes, including contamination, microplastics, and human health 
effects.  56 minutes run time. 

 
Thursday – February 26th 

 
8:30 AM Registration, Continental Breakfast & Visit Exhibits 

 
9:00 AM Welcome – PALMS President – Ed Molesky, AERF update 

 
9:15 AM Panel Discussion- Q&A with panel members:  Ed Molesky-Aqua Link, Jeanette Schnars, 

Ph.D.-Regional Science Consortium, Fred Lubnow, Ph.D.- Princeton Hydro, Robert 
Schindler-Tigris 

 
10:15 AM  Break 
 
10:30 AM Faith Kibuye, Ph.D., Penn State University, Implications of PFAS Contamination in 

Freshwater Sources 
 

Luanne Steffy, Susquehanna River Basin Commission, Evaluating the Potential for 
HABs in a Pennsylvania Reservoir After Upstream Acid Mine Drainage Remediation 

 
 Joe Brancato, PA DEP, Aquatic Herbicide, Algaecide and Fish Control Chemicals 

Chapter 91.38 Permitting  
      

12:00 PM Lunch and Annual PALMS General Membership Meeting (Reception Area, Upstairs) 
 

1:30 PM  Nichole Angell, Great Lakes Commission, Invasive European frog-bit: A Truly Ribbeting 
Situation 

 
 Josh Burnside, SePRO, Water Chestnut Management: Understanding the Differences, 

Areas of Influence, Treatment Options, and Approaches 
 
 Sara Stahlman, PA Sea Grant, Enhancing Baitfish Pathway Management: Conducting 

Regionally Coordinated Activities to Support Early Detection and Prevention of Aquatic 
Invasive 

 
2:30 PM  Session A:  Kara Pittman, Penn State Extension, Pesticide Storage: Basics and 

Emergency Response and Professionalism and Stewardship when Applying Pesticides– 
Pesticide CORE Credits- (60 minutes) 

  
2:30 PM Session B:  PALMS- Discussion on Lake Management and Best Management Practices 

for Lake Communities and Citizens  
  

  3:30 PM Adjourn – See You Next Year! 


